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THOMAS TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF TRUSTEES SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
Thomas Township Public Safety Building, 8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw, M1 48609
Wednesday, July 20, 2016
7:00 P.M.

BOARD OFTRUSTEES SPECIAL MEETING
The Special Board Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Supervisor Weise.
PRESENT:  Weise, Weber, Ryder-Petre, Radewahn and Sommers.

ABSENT: Thayer, Brosofski

ALSO PRESENT:  Director of Community Development, Dan Sika; Thomas
Township Planning Commission.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Agenda
THOMAS TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF TRUSTEES SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
Thomas Township Public Safety Building, 8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw, M1 48609
Wednesday, July 20, 2016
7:00 P.M.

JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING AND A THOMAS TOWNSHIP BOARD

OFTRUSTEES SPECIAL MEETING
AGENDA

Call to Order

Roll Call

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda

Consent Agenda

A. None.

Communications-Petitions-Citizen Comments

It is requested that you state your name and address for the record.
Public Hearing

A. None.
Unfinished Business
A. None.

New Business
A. Presentation by Rob Eggers of Spicer Group to review the proposed changes to the Master Plan.



10. Adjournment.

5. Communications-Petitions-Citizen Comments:
A. None
6. Public Hearing
A. None
7. Old Business
A. None
8. New Business
A. Presentation By Rob Eggers of Spicer Group of the Highlights of the Master Plan
Update.

Mr. Eggers explained that for the past number of months he has been working with the Planning
Commission and Thomas Township Staff members to prepare an update to the existing Master
Plan. He stated that the previous Master Plan contained information from 2000 and 2009. He
added that per Michigan Law there is a requirement to update the Plan in its entirety or only
certain sections. In his meetings with the Township it was decided that the following areas
would be reviewed and updated:

Demographics.

Community Input.

Maps.

Goals.

Benchmark Thomas Township against similar communities.
Implementation Plan.

Reformat and add new photos.

NogakrowhE

Eggers stated that he’d like to do a short Power Point presentation to highlight these areas and
would finish with a question and answer session.
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Thomas Township
Master Plan Update

2015 - 2016

Agenda

1. Process

2 Demographics

—

3. Benchmark Communities
4. Community Input
5 Goais

6 NextSteps

s

Process

*Master Plan last revised in 2009

*Contracted with Spicer Group in July 2015 for a limited scope update
* Update Demographics
= Gather new community input
* Update maps
* Update goals
* Benchmark Thomas against similar communities
* Implementation plan
« Aeformat document and add new photes

*Met with Planning Commission beginning in August of 2015

*Subsequently In September, December, February, April, June

st = i v e

Demographics
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STATE EQUALIZED VALUE
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Reasons you live in Thomas Township
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Which describes how you view the amount of
commercial businesses (retail and services) in
Thomas Township?
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304 3%
0%
60%
50%
% 36%
A 29% 29%
200 s 17%
- H
0%

toakibetter  Hasmore ilastoomany  Hasmore  lssafer ta drive Is safer towalk

thanit used to appealing and  drlveways  businesses that or bike

less obtrusive tuse regularly
SENS

| feel the growth at Hemlock Semicenductor
has been good for the Township.

a5% 2%
A%
35%

25%
0%
15%

$%d

B = =« =
= R

Strongly Agree  Agree Neuteat Disagree Strongly  Dan't know/Ho
Disagree opinion




7/21/2016

I feel it is important that the Township continues to
construct more trails like the Thomas Township

Trail
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The Township has developed conceptual plans to extend the Thomas
Township Trail north to Geddes Road and west along Geddes where it
wauld ultimately travel through Richland and Ingersoll Townships to
connect to Midland, Do you support this extension of the Thomas
Township Trail over the next 20 - 30 years?
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Thomas Township installs new sidewalks according to the
master plan map. |feel sidewalks are an important
community asset that should be installed along all streets in
our community.
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What is one thing you would do to
improve Thomas Township? s rssonses
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Goals

12 overall goals
Three examples of objectives included with the goals:

1. Maintain the “rural character” of Thomas Township
through innovative mechanisms designed to conserve
open space, protect the natural environment and
preserve agricultural lands.

2. Preserve and enhance the water quality of and
recreation oppartunities on the Tittabawasse River

3. Continue to work toward development of an M-46
parallel road north of M-46.

See page 52 for all goals.

e

Next Steps

Planning Commission recommends sending draft to Township Board

2. Township Board approves draft far distribution

3 42-day review perlod (plan is sent to neighboring jurisdictions, the
county and registered entities)

~

Planning Commission holds public hearing after the 42-day review
period

w

. Planning Commission approves master plan via resclution

)

Township Board may affirm Planning Commission’s decision
(optional}

Questions?




Eggers reviewed the information in each slide noting that Thomas Township has had an increase
in population, comes in higher than the County and the state in Median Income and compares
quite well to the similar communities used for the benchmarking.

He discussed the results of the Community Survey that was taken and felt that a good response
was received in comparison to how these results normally come back to a community. Weise
questioned that with it only being 2% of the population that responded was that not a low
number? Eggers stated that in seeing how results are achieved in other community surveys he
felt that Thomas Township was successful in its results. He noted that the more results that come
in, the more the numbers seem to level off and you don’t get what he felt is an accurate
representation.

Eggers noted that based on the community survey results, the residents live here because they
like the community, and in five years 43% still see themselves living here. He mentioned that
based on the results most residents utilize the Thomas Township website as their main way of
receiving information about the Township. He furthered his presentation of the results stating
that results show people in the community feel more restaurants are needed, they are impressed
with the improvements of the M-46 corridor, and people want to see more trails constructed like
the Thomas Township Trail.

Eggers reviewed the next steps in the Master Plan Update process including recommendation by
the Planning Commission to send the draft to the Board, the review period thereafter and the
Public Hearing and resolution if accepted. Weise questioned the current schedule of the update
and Eggers noted the survey did stay available for more than the month originally planned and
that there were delays due to a cancelled Planning Commission meeting and a heavy agenda for
another. All in all he said it is on track and at the finish.

Radewahn remarked that it was good news to hear people are impressed with the M-46 corridor
improvements that have been made.

A motion was made by McDonald and seconded by Lamountain to recommend sending the

Master Plan Draft to the Thomas Township Board. The motion passed unanimously.

8. Motion was made by Radewahn, supported by Weber to adjourn the special board
meeting at 8:45 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Edward Brosofski, Clerk

Dated



