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Upcoming Election in Thomas Township

number.

The State Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, August 4, 2026. This will be the first election in
Thomas Township since the precinct changes were completed last year. New voter cards were sent at
that time informing all Township electors of any change in their precinct location and/or precinct

To ensure you are voting at the correct location, below is a list of current precinct numbers and their

locations. | have also listed the precinct number and location from the past.

New Precinct Number New Precinct location Old Precinct Number(s) Former Precinct location
1 Thomas Twp. Library 1 St. Mark Church
2 Fire Station #1 2 Fire Station #1
3 Public Safety Bldg. 3&4 Public Safety Bldg.
4 Fire Station #1 6 Fire Station #1
5 Fire Station #1 5&7 Thomas Twp. &
Fire Station #1

The following is an updated map that lists the new precincts and their polling locations.
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Polling Locations

Precinct 1 — Thomas Township Library, 8207 Shields Dr.

Precinct 2 - Fire Station No.1, 355 N. Miller Rd

Precinct 3 - Thomas Township Public Safety Bldg., 8215 Shields Dr.
Precinct 4 - Fire Station No.1, 355 N. Miller Rd

Precinct 5 - Fire Station No.1, 355 N. Miller Rd
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Please note that Thomas Township has sent out a number of letters informing our Electors who were previously on a
Permanent Absentee Voter Application list that we will no longer send these applications out. There is now a Permanent
Ballot list. You will automatically receive a ballot for any Thomas Township election you are eligible to vote in. Most of
those who previously received an Absentee Ballot application have made the transition and signed up for the Permanent
Ballot list. For those who have not, you may still receive an Absentee Ballot, but you must request one by completing an
online AV application or stopping in at the Clerk’s office to request one at 249 N. Miller Road.

Continued on page 3



Upcoming Election in Thomas Township (Cont.)

This is a reminder for those currently on the Permanent Ballot list, if you plan to be out of town when ballots are
normally sent, you must contact the Clerk’s Office and provide the address where you’d like the ballot sent. Remember,
ELECTION BALLOTS ARE NOT FORWARDED BY THE POST OFFICE.

If you have any questions about the upcoming election or voting matters, please contact the Clerk’s Office in person
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., by email at clerk@thomastwp.org, or by calling the office at

(989) 781-0150.

Connie Watt
Deputy Clerk

2026 Summer Tax Bills

The 2026 Summer Tax Collection Season begins July 1, 2026. Summer taxes are due September 14, 2026, without
penalty. If you do not receive your tax bill by mid-July, please contact the Treasurer's Office to request a copy. Property
owners are responsible for payment even if a bill is not received. If you have recently changed your mailing address,
please notify the Thomas Township Treasurer's Office so we can update our records and ensure future tax bills are
delivered correctly.

When residents receive their summer tax bill, they may wonder what the charges represent. The summer tax bill
comprises two millages: the State Education Tax (SET) and the Saginaw County Operating Millage. Although the
Township collects these taxes, the revenue is remitted to the State of Michigan and Saginaw County.

State Education Tax (SET)
The State Education Tax is a statewide levy of 6 mills that helps fund public education throughout Michigan.

Saginaw County Operating Millage
The County Operating Millage helps fund county services.

Payment Options

Online: Pay securely by credit card, debit card, or e-check through the Thomas Township website at
www.thomastwp.org. Under Quick Links, select Pay Utilities/Taxes, then Pay a Bill, choose Tax, and search by name,
address, or parcel number.

In Person: Visit the Treasurer's Window at the Municipal Office Building. We accept cash or checks made payable to the
Thomas Township Treasurer.

Drive-Through Drop Box: A secure drop box is located on the north side of the Thomas Township Municipal Building for
added convenience. Please include your tax bill or parcel number to ensure your payment is properly applied.

By Mail: Payments may be mailed to the Thomas Township Municipal Office Building located at 249 N Miller Road,
Saginaw, MI 48609. Please allow adequate time for delivery to ensure timely payment. The Township is not responsible
for delays in the mail or payments not received. Post marks are not accepted.

Direct Debit: Avoid late payments and the hassle of writing checks by enrolling in our Direct Debit program. Property
tax payments can be automatically withdrawn from your checking or savings account on the due date. To participate in
the current tax cycle, new direct debit enrollment forms must be submitted before September 14, 2026. Contact the
Thomas Township Treasurer's Office for enrollment information or visit our website to obtain a form.

Allie Crowl
Fiscal Services Director



Lithium Battery Safety: Simple Steps to Protect Your Home and Family

Battery-powered equipment is increasingly common. As usage grows, we in the fire department are more aware of
potential hazards for you and for responders.

Lithium-ion batteries power everyday devices such as smartphones, laptops, power tools, e-bikes, and scooters. While
generally safe, damaged or improperly charged batteries can be a serious fire risk.

As more residents use rechargeable devices, it is important to understand how to safely charge, store, and dispose of
lithium batteries.

Lithium Battery Safety Tips

Charge Safely

e Always use the charger designed for your device or one approved by the manufacturer.
e Avoid charging devices on beds, couches, or other soft surfaces where heat can build up.
e Place charging devices on a hard, nonflammable surface.

e Do not leave batteries charging unattended overnight whenever possible.
Unplug chargers when batteries are fully charged.

Watch for Warning Signs

Stop using a battery or device immediately if you notice:

e Swelling or bulging

e Excessive heat

e Unusual odors

e Smoke

e Leaking fluids

Strange noises such as popping or hissing.

Move the device away from combustible materials if it can be done safely and contact the manufacturer for guidance.

Store Batteries Properly
e Keep batteries in a cool, dry location.
e Avoid exposure to extreme heat, direct sunlight, or freezing temperatures.

e Store spare batteries away from metal objects such as keys, coins, or tools that could cause a short circuit.
Do not stack damaged batteries with other household items.

Handle with Care

e Do not puncture, crush, modify, or attempt to repair lithium batteries.

e Protect batteries from impact and physical damage.

Replace batteries that show signs of wear or damage.

Continued on page 5



Lithium Battery Safety: Simple Steps (Cont.)

E-Bikes and E-Scooters

E-bikes and e-scooters contain larger lithium-ion batteries that require extra attention.

Purchase devices and replacement batteries from reputable manufacturers.
e Follow all charging instructions provided by the manufacturer.

e Never use damaged or incompatible batteries.

e Charge e-bikes and scooters away from exits, stairways, and escape routes.

e Do not store large batteries in areas where a fire could block evacuation.

Storing these in an outbuilding (shed or similar type structure) is safer than storing in
your garage or house.

Proper Disposal Matters

Lithium batteries should never be thrown in household trash or recycling bins.
Damaged batteries can ignite when crushed or exposed to heat during waste
collection and processing.

Instead:

e Take batteries to an approved battery recycling or hazardous waste collection site.

e Tape battery terminals before transport if recommended by the recycling facility.
Follow local disposal guidelines for rechargeable batteries and electronic devices.

If a Battery Fire Occurs

Lithium battery fires can spread quickly and produce toxic smoke.

e Evacuate the area immediately.

e (all 911 from a safe location.

e (lose doors behind you if possible to help contain the fire.

e Do not attempt to extinguish a large battery fire yourself.

A few simple precautions can greatly reduce the risk of battery-related fires. By
properly charging, storing, and disposing of lithium batteries, Thomas Township
residents can help keep their homes, families, and neighborhoods safe.

Yours for fire safety,

Mike Cousins
Fire Chief

Thank you -
Community-wide
Yard & Business
Sales

Another successful year!
Thomas Township
would like to thank
everyone who
participated in the 17th
Annual Trash &
Treasures Yard Sales and
Business Sidewalk Sales.
We had a total of 126
participants.

We advertised the sales
on WHNN 96.1 and
WIOG 102.5 radio
stations.

We would like to thank
Dan Hoffman from
Saginaw GIS for
producing the map, and

7-Eleven at 7970 Gratiot
for helping us get the
maps distributed. Thank
you to the MMWA team
for getting the trash
picked up early before
the sales started and the
staff that worked the
donation trucks that
were provided by
Oldtown Christian
Outreach Center and
Goodwill. This event is
possible due to all of
them and you. Again we
thank you and hope to
have your continued
participation next year.

Community
Development
Department




Information from the Department of Public Works

Consumer Confidence Report

In accordance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, Thomas Township is required to provide all users of the water
system with a Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) each year before July 1. This report outlines the quality of the
drinking water delivered to your home or business.

The 2025 Consumer Confidence Report, as well as all previous reports, can be viewed on the City of Saginaw's
website at:

www.saginaw-mi.com/447/Water-Quality

Please take a few moments to review this important information regarding your drinking water quality. To request
a paper copy of the Consumer Confidence Report, please contact the Department of Public Works at 989-781-6438.

Annual Water and Sewer System Maintenance

Beginning in late April, DPW staff began annual maintenance activities on both the Township's water and sanitary
sewer systems.

Water System Maintenance

Preventive maintenance will be performed on all fire hydrants throughout the Township. This work includes
flushing water mains and testing the operation of individual hydrants. Hydrant flushing helps remove trapped air,
stagnant water, and mineral buildup from the water distribution system while ensuring hydrants function properly
during emergencies.

These maintenance activities help ensure the highest possible water quality and system reliability for our residents
and businesses.

In addition, staff will be lubricating, painting, and color-coding hydrants while ensuring they remain visible and
accessible. In certain areas, water pressure and flow testing will also be conducted during hydrant flushing
operations.

This work will be completed in phases through October.

If you have a fire hydrant located on or adjacent to your property, please ensure that all plants, shrubs, and other
landscaping are maintained at least six (6) feet from the centerline of the hydrant. This clearance is necessary so
emergency responders can quickly locate, access, and operate the hydrant when needed.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Sanitary Sewer Maintenance

Sanitary sewer maintenance has begun and is continuing throughout the summer. DPW crews and contractors will
be cleaning major portions of the sewer collection system using high-pressure water jetting equipment.

This preventive maintenance removes grease, debris, and other accumulated materials that can restrict sewer flow
and contribute to backups. The work is expected to be completed by October 1.

Continued on page 7



Information from the Department of Public Works (Cont.)
Sidewalk Maintenance

The Department of Public Works also performs limited maintenance on publicly owned sidewalks throughout the
Township. Staff routinely inspect sidewalks and remove trip hazards through a process known as scarification.

Sidewalks found to be in severe disrepair may be referred to the Township's Code Enforcement Department for further
review and potential replacement.

Summer 2026 DPW Construction Projects

New Water Main on Shields Drive
A new 8-inch water main will be installed to replace the existing 4-inch water main. This improvement will increase
available fire flows and improve overall system reliability in the area.

New Water Main at Roethke Park
A new 8-inch water main will be installed within Roethke Park, allowing for the installation of a new fire hydrant between
the pool building and the depot. This project will also support potential future development within the park.

Gravity Sewer Lining on North Miller Road
DPW will be rehabilitating approximately one mile of 24-inch gravity sewer along North Miller Road, beginning near the
Thomas Farms subdivision and extending southward.

Sewer Pump Station No. 1 Upgrades
Pump Station No. 1, located at the corner of Stroebel Road and South River Road, conveys all wastewater generated
within Thomas Township to the Saginaw Charter Township Wastewater Treatment Plant on West Michigan Avenue.

This year, the Township will be replacing pumps, controls, and associated electrical equipment at the facility to improve
reliability and operational efficiency.

Contact Information

If you have any questions or concerns regarding Department of Public Works operations, projects, or services, please feel
free to contact me:

Trevor Schultz

DPW Director

Email: dpwdirector@thomastwp.org
Phone: 989-781-6438

A Reminder about Trash & Recycling Storage

To help keep Thomas Township clean and attractive, residents are reminded that solid waste, recyclables, and yard waste
may not be placed at the curb more than 24 hours before there scheduled collection. When

not awaiting collection, trash cans, recycling bins, garbage bags, and yard waste must be
stored indoors or completely screened from view from the road and neighboring
properties. Township-issued wheeled trash carts may be stored outdoors in a side yard or
backyard but may not be stored in the front yard. Thank you for helping maintain the
appearance and quality of our community.

Community Development Department




Understanding the Firework Law in Michigan

Fireworks are a popular part of many Michigan celebrations, especially around Independence Day, Memorial Day,
Labor Day, and New Year’s Eve. However, the use, sale, and discharge of fireworks are governed by state law and in
some cases, local ordinances. Understanding these rules can help residents celebrate safely while avoiding fines and
legal issues.

When Fireworks May Be Used

Michigan law protects the use of consumer fireworks during specific holiday periods. In communities that have adopted
ordinances regulating fireworks, residents may legally discharge consumer fireworks after 11:00 a.m. on the following
dates:

e December 31 until 1:00 a.m. on January 1.

e The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Memorial Day, until 11:45 p.m.
e June 29 through July 4, until 11:45 p.m.

e July s, if it falls on a Friday or Saturday, until 11:45 p.m.

The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Labor Day, until 11:45 p.m.

Thomas Township regulates fireworks at other times of the year, but we do not prohibit their use during these
protected holiday periods. All other days, fall under the noise ordinance and are not allowed between 10 p.m. -7 a.m.

Where Fireworks May Be Used
Michigan law places important restrictions on where fireworks can be discharged. Individuals may not ignite or use
consumer fireworks on:

e Public property

e School property

e Church property

Another person’s private property without express permission.
Violations may result in civil fines and other penalties.

Age Restrictions and Sales Regulations

Retail sales of consumer fireworks are regulated by the state. Businesses must obtain annual certification to sell
consumer fireworks in Michigan. The law also prohibits the sale of consumer fireworks to minors, with significant
penalties for violations. Retailers who repeatedly violate the law may face fines and suspension of their certification.

Continued on page 9



Understanding the Firework Law in Michigan (Cont.)

Safety Considerations
Michigan officials strongly encourage residents to use fireworks responsibly. Safety recommendations include:

e e Following manufacturer instructions.

Keeping a bucket of water or hose nearby.

Lighting one firework at a time.

Never attempting to relight malfunctioning fireworks.

Keeping children and pets at a safe distance.
Avoiding the use of fireworks while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Please be safe when handling fireworks as injuries are reported every year. If there are any questions, please contact
the Thomas Township Police Department at (989) 781-1300.

Eric Cowles
Police Chief

Hometown Hero Banners

-

Thomas Township along with the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) are proud to honor
the men and women who have served or are currently serving the United States of America by
instituting the HOMETOWN HEROES BANNER PROGRAM. This program is a way for a service
person and/or family member to honor and recognize their contribution. The Hometown Hero
must be a current or previous resident of Thomas Township. The banners will be displayed on
the light poles along Gratiot Road (M-46) for Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day holidays. Times
are approximate. The cost for the banner is $157.00.

If you would like to honor and recognize someone, please contact the Thomas Township
Community Development Department at (989) 781-0150, visit our website thomastwp.org, or
stop in the main office at 249 Miller Rd. for more information.

Community Development Department

“American freedom has lasted for 250 years because people got involved”

—Joshua Irby




New Business in Thomas Township

Stoic Systems LLC

A new mobile mechanical repair facility operating by appointment only, offering services to Thomas Township residents,
and surrounding areas. However, their emergency roadside assistance line remains open during non-traditional hours to
aid stranded local motorists. Appointments and emergency inquiries can be directed to 989-GO-STOIC; 989-467-8642.

Stoic Systems is independently owned and operated by Aaron Pifer. Aaron is a resident of Thomas Township. He holds
both a Bachelor of Science and a Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering, alongside credentials as a licensed
automotive mechanic. His path began long before his formal education. Before he was old enough to drive, Aaron was
on a farm in Adrian, Michigan, working alongside his father repairing golf carts. That early exposure sparked an
unyielding, lifelong thirst to understand exactly how complex machines operate and why they fail. This obsession with
failure modes and system architecture naturally led him into corporate automotive engineering, where he spent years
working in product design, development, and system deployment. However, while engineering satisfied his analytical
mind, it lacked personal fulfillment. Aaron realized that true fulfillment, for himself, comes from applying that specialized
knowledge to directly help people. Stoic Systems is the intersection of what he is built to do, what he loves doing, and a
critical service the community needs. He left the corporate engineering sector to bring clinical, dealer-level diagnostic
mastery straight to his neighbors, ensuring that everyday drivers have an advocate who prioritizes their safety,
education, and financial well-being over corporate profit margins.

Services offered are:

Diagnostic Dispatch: True troubleshooting is an engineered science. We don't just pull a fault code and guess; we analyze
live data streams and isolate underlying electrical or mechanical root causes. This service includes a comprehensive
vehicle inspection and an exact labor estimate. If you aren't a "car person," we will guide you step-by-step through online
sourcing to ensure you purchase the exact high-quality parts your vehicle requires, protecting you from typical retail
markups.

Installation Only Rate Model: For clients who already know what components require replacement and prefer to supply
their own parts, we offer a flat labor model. By eliminating the traditional 3x shop markup on parts, we keep the
transaction purely focused on clean, professional assembly labor.

Fluid Maintenance Packages: Critical preventative maintenance served at predictable, fixed rates to ensure your vehicle’s
major operating ecosystems remain stabilized over time.

Additionally, to support our neighbors when they need it most, we offer off-hours roadside assistance for non-typical
emergencies. If you are stranded with a blown tire, an overheating engine, or require an emergency fuel delivery outside
of standard business hours, you can simply call and ask for assistance.

Aaron believes in economic fairness. They only bill for actual time spent working. If a forecasted repair is completed
ahead of schedule, those labor savings are passed directly back to you. To make the diagnostics completely risk-free, the
diagnostic dispatch fee is credited directly toward the cost of future repairs, acting as a down payment on the fix. From
aroutine brake job to a complex head gasket failure, you receive master-level engineering precision for a fraction of the
cost of traditional repair shops.

For further information visit www.stoicsystemsllic.com.

Aaron Pifer



Yard Lawn Maintenance

In Thomas Township, it is the responsibility of the property owner to keep
their lawn to a height of no more than ten inches (10”). Exceeding this is a
violation of the “Noxious Weeds and Uncontrolled Plant Growth

| Ordinance”. If you receive a notification that you are in violation of the

/| ordinance, please bring the property into compliance promptly. Working

" together will help to keep the appearance of the neighborhood and
Township to a higher standard as well as deterring any vermin from finding
a habitat to live. Contact the Code Enforcement Officer at (989) 781-0150

4 for any questions or concerns. Let’s do our best to enhance the quality of
& living in our Township.

Thomas Township Nature Center

Please join us in giving a warm welcome to Julia Reeves, our new Thomas
Township Nature Center Coordinator! Julia will be stepping into thisroleto |
help manage our vibrant, 67-acre island preserve and oversee the community | $Re
programs, and interactive displays inside the 4,000-square-foot Thomas
Township Nature Center. Her efforts will be instrumental as we continue to
expand our operating hours, protect our local native wildlife habitat, and roll
out exciting Nature Discovery Camps and seasonal public events. Whether
you are a frequent hiker on our gravel trails or an avid birdwatcher at our
observation deck, please stop by the center during regular hours to
introduce yourself and say hello to Julia!

Julia Reeves,
Coordinator

New Face in the Police Department

Jessica Burgess is the new face at the Public Safety Building as the Police Department

| Administrative Assistant taking Sherri Simerson’s position which she held for 12+ years. Sherri has
taken the position of DPW Administrative Assistant from Chris Cousins who is now the Parks &
Recreation Administrative Assistant. Please help us in welcoming these ladies to there new
positions.

Jessica grew up in the James Township/Thomas Township area. After
graduating from Swan Valley High School, she began pursuing a

degree in Business Management at Delta College and will soon be
transferring to Northwood University to complete her bachelor’s degree.
Jessica has experience in both customer service and public safety, having
previously worked as a 911 Dispatcher. Outside of work, Jessica enjoys
traveling, gardening, embroidery, pickleball, and spending time with her
family and caring for her pets. She is excited to be a part of the Thomas
Township team and looks forward to serving the community and helping
our residents.

Sherri Simerson

Chris Cousins




Thomas Township Parks

Thomas Township Parks and Recreation has a variety of parks for our residents to
enjoy. From fishing ponds to ball diamonds, from miniature trains to concerts, from
soccer fields to bike trails, we have it all.

Roberts Park 455 South Miller Road

Four softball diamonds, playgrounds, walking trails, fishing pond, Farmers Market,
soccer fields, sand volleyball, pavilions, and disc golf.

Roethke Park 400 Leddy Road

Swimming pool, sand volleyball courts, bandshell, fishing pond, three pavilions, two
miniature trains, playground, hiking trails, and the home of Roethke Park Day Camp
and the Haunted Train Ride.

Day Park 700 South River Road

Known for its sledding hill during winter. Day Park is a beautiful green space that
offers plenty of room for kids to run around.

Community Park 249 North Miller Road

The park has six pickleball courts, a basketball court, and two playscapes.

The Nature Center 6660 Gratiot Road

Come visit our little part of “Up North” at the Nature Center. Our walking trails are
available along with our fishing pier, kayak launch, and walking bridge.

Farmer’s Market 455 South Miller Road

In 2022, with the help from Schomaker Farms, the Thomas Township Farmer’s Market
was established and found a home in Roberts Park under the former “Men's Club
Pavilion” which was restored by the Parks and Recreation Department in 2018 - 2019.
We added a fifty foot by 100 foot concrete slab to expand the market space and we
have filled it with new vendors! The Farmer’s Market has plans for a couple events in
2026 to help grow the communities support and give families a place to gather and
enjoy their time at the market. The market season started on June 22nd and it will run
every Monday from 4pm - 7pm through October 12th, except Labor Day, Monday,
September 7th.




Parks & Recreation Archery Classes 2027
Commission Members

Archery classes will begin Wednesday, January 6th, 2027
Scott Branch, Chair and will continue through May 2027. There will be three, six
Craig Aimar, Secretary week sessions with classes being held on Wednesdays.
Registrations will begin in November of 2026 and run
through December of 2026. Call the Parks and Recreation
Craig Blower Office for more information about the program at

(989) 781-0151 or check our website for updates,
www.thomastwp.org.

Angela Alworden

Dean Rusch

DJ Sova

Classes for beginners work on safety, form, equipment, and the fundamentals to
become a good archer. Classes for advanced archers are based on using their
equipment, if they have it, or using advanced set up bows. We have both fully
set up compound bows or longbows available for your use.

Annie Hoffman

Parks & Recreation
Staff Members Sessions will be at the following times:

John Corriveau, Beginner: 4:30-5:15pm  5:30-6:15pm  6:30-7:15 pm
Director Advanced: 7:30 - 8:15 pm

Dylan Pattullo, Registration Fee: Resident: $70 Non-Resident: $75
Asst. Director

Chris Cousins,

Receptionist Fall Soccer Leagues

Registration for fall soccer leagues for boys and girls in grade young 5’s through

The Parks & Recreation 8th grade are currently being accepted.

Office is open Monday

through Friday from The fall soccer season runs for six weeks beginning September 5th and will

8:30 am to 4:30 pm and continue until October 10th, 2026. For more information please call the Parks and
can be reached at Recreation office at (989) 781-0151.

(989) 781-0151 from
8:00 am to 5:00 pm. If Registration Fee: Resident: $65 Non-Resident: $75

the office is closed for
any reason, please see
the receptionist for
further assistance.

ONLINE REGISTRATION is available for Parks and Recreation Programming. You can access the online registration at thomastwp.org.
When using the online registration system to register for Parks and Recreation Programing, you MUST pay for the program you are
registering for at the time you fill out the registration form or you will not be considered enrolled in that program. Registration is a
two step process. Once you hit REGISTER NOW, you will register, agree to the terms and hit SEND. You will then be redirected to the
payment option on the next screen. From there you should receive a confirmation email of payment. If you do not receive a
confirmation, then your payment was not processed and the registration will not be completed.

*Not all programs are available for online registration.* If you have any questions feel free to call the Parks and Recreation office at
(989) 781-0151 or stop into the Parks and Rec office at 249 North Miller Road.
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Brush Drop Off

Cameras are installed to monitor use.

Brush may be taken by the homeowner to the Township brush drop off site located
at the northwest corner of N. Gleaner & Frost Road. No stumps, leaves, grass, or
commercial brush of any kind will be accepted. The site will be open the entire
weekend, Saturday and Sunday, and closed back up first thing Monday morning.

2026 Drop Off Dates:
July 11/12 & 25/26
August 8/9 & 22/23
September 5/6 & 19/20
October 3/4, 10/11, 17/18 & 24/25

Yard Waste Pick-up will end December 11th, 2026

Phone: (989) 781-0150 e Fax: (989) 781-0290 e Web: www.thomastwp.org e  Editor: Karen Hitz
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