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Agenda
THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
November 28th 2022

6:30pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive
Saginaw, M1 48609
Call to Order
Rol! Call

Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Approval of October 24" minutes
Approval of Expenditures
Public Comment
It is requested that you state your name and address for the record.
Public Hearing
None
New Business
a. Approval of Resolution 12-24P for the application of the Spark Grant through the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources.
b. Approval of 2023 Parks and Recreation Committee meeting dates.
¢. Field and Stream Fees for Thomas Township Archery Program

Old Business
a. None
Reports
A. Parks Report:
i. Winter Wonderland update
Sports Committee report:
Concert Committee Report:

Finance Committee Report:

monw

Commissioners:

Other Business
Adjournment

Thomas Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to any individuals with disabilities who plan to attend this public meeting.
Persons interested in such services need to contact the Thomas Township Manager’s offices at 249 N. Miller Road, Saginaw, Michigan 48609, by phone at
989-781-0150, or by fax at 989-781-0290 at least five {5) working days prior to the meeting. In the case that advanced notice for accommodations is not
possible, every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate the disabled.
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Thomas Township Parks & Recreation Commission

Regular Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 24th, 2022

6:30pm
8215 Shields Drive
Saginaw, M 48609

1. The regular commission meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by Chairman, Scott Branch.

2. PRESENT: Rusch, Aimar, Branch, Sova
ABSENT: Alworden, Blower, Hoffman

3. Pledge of Allegiance recited.

4. Motion made by Rusch, seconded by Sova, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion

carried unanimously.

Agenda
THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
October 24th 2022
6:30pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive
Saginaw, MI 48609
Call to Order
Rolf Calt
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Approval of September 26" minutes
Approval of Expenditures

No@ s W e

Public Comment
itis requested that you state your name and address for the record.
8. Public Hearing
None
9. New Business
a. None

10. Old Business

a. None
11. Reports

A. Parks Report:

i. Haunted Train update.

i, Winter Wonderland update
Sports Committee report:
Concert Committee Report:
. Finance Committee Report:

moo e

Commissioners:

12. Other Business

13. Adjournment

1jPage Park Commission Minutes
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5. Motion made by Aimar, seconded by Rusch, to approve September 26, 2022 meeting
minutes as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

6. Motion made by Rusch, seconded by Sova, to approve Expenditures for 2022 as presented.
Motion carried unanimously.

7. Public Comment: None

8. Public Hearing: None

9. New Business: None

10. Old Business: None

11. Parks Report:

2|Page

Haunted Train: Park Director Corriveau reported record breaking revenues totaling
$35,964. Corriveau stated that great weather, raising entrance fee to $10, and
operating all four nights are contributing factors for the success. Volunteers
continue to be the largest hurdle along with a long wait time for Haunted Train.
Both trains performed well with minor repairs. Thomas Township police were
instrumental in directing traffic to Crooked Creek parking area and also blocking
road after 10 pm.

Winter Wonderland: Dates will be December 8-9t-10%, The 8 will be drive

through only. Garber Chevrolet will be the main sponsor, along with Hemlock
Semiconductor, Strobel Automotive, Mid Valley Insurance, Yeo & Yeo, Kiwanis,
The State Bank, Fullerton Tool, and Meijer.

Park Commission Minudtes October 24" 2022
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12. Adjournment: Motion made by Sova, seconded by Rusch to adjourn the meeting at 6:51
p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Craig Aimar, Secretary

Dated

The next regular Park Commission Meeting will be Monday, November 28", 2022

at the Public Safety Administration Building, 8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw Ml 48609.

3jPage Park Commission Minutes October 24,2022
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PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: November 28", 2022

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Approval of Expenditures

SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve expenditures totaling $ 30,718.28 with individual fund totals as follows:
AdmINIStration. ...t 18,015.96

Swim Program..............cooi 307.00

Senior CItIZEeNS. .. ...vvvvne i 276.31

SOCCOT. e 400.91
Basketball........................ s 155.92
Operations and Maintenance ...........c...c.cooeeviiennn. 7,131.71

Nature Preserve. .. oo eeanaa 1,628.77

Special Events..........oooiiiiii 2,230.37

D31 s D S 571.33
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Parks and Recreation

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: November 28" 2022

SUBMITTED BY: Tyler Sutherlund, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Approval of Resolution 12-24P for the application of a Michigan
Spark Grant through the Michigan DNR for $600,000 for the creation of a “Community
Pickleball Court Complex” at Roberts Park.

EXPLANATION OF TOPIC:

As part of the American Rescue Plan Act and the “Building Michigan Together Plan” there is $65
million of funds in what is being called the “SPARK GRANT”. The grant is to create, renovate
or redevelop public outdoor opportunities for residents and visitors — especially those whose
economic opportunities and health were hardest hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. Michigan Spark
Grants will support projects that provide safe, accessible public recreation facilities and spaces to
improve people’s health, introduce new recreation experiences, build on existing park
infrastructure and make it easier for people to enjoy the outdoors. There are no match funds
required and matching fund would not affect the scoring of the grant in any way. There are 3
rounds of grant awards, with the first being awarded in January of 2023. The 2 other awards
would go out by the end of the 2023 year. Projects would then have to be completed by the 2026
calendar year. As with any grant, once they are announced, we have the option to accept or
decline the grant. The deadline to apply is December 19" 2022.

With the shape of the courts are currently in and the construction of the new municipality
building taking place on the court’s location, we needed to look at a way to build new pickleball
courts in our community. This grant would allow us to build a pickleball complex at Roberts Park
along with a parking lot, sidewalk, benches, and a shaded picnic area. With Pickleball being one
of the top growing recreational sports in America, building the courts would allow for more
people to recreate in our community and allow for each to do so without dissent. We are looking
to apply for the Spark Grant with no matching funds as it has no affect on the outcome of the
awards. Attached you will find a site development plan and examples of the courts we would be
looking to create.

POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION: Approve/Deny/Table

SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve Resolution 12-24P for the application of the 2023 Michigan Spark Grant for
Community Pickleball Courts Complex.

ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED? Yes




RESOLUTION 22-24P

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE TERMS OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND THOMAS TOWNSHIP

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

TO APPROPRIATE GRANT FUNDS FOR THE MICHIGAN SPARK GRANT

At a regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission of the Township of Thomas, held
on November 28" 2022 at 6:30 o’clock p.m. Michigan Time.

PRESENT:

ABSENT:

The following preamble and resolution were offered by , and supported by

NOW BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Thomas, Saginaw County, Michigan
does hereby accept the terms of the Agreement as received from the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, and that the Thomas Township Parks and Recreation Commission does hereby
specifically agree, but not by way of limitation, as follows;

1.

AYES:

NAYS:

To appropriate all funds necessary to complete the Community Pickleball Courts at
Roberts Park located at 455 South Miller Road during the project period, authorized
by the DEPARTMENT

To maintain satisfactory financial accounts, documents, and records to make them
available to the DEPARTMENT for auditing at reasonable times.

To construct the project and provide such funds, services, and materials as may to
necessarily satisfy the terms of said Agreement.

To regulate the use of the facility constructed and reserved under this Agreement to
assure the use thereof by the public on equal and reasonable terms.

To comply with all terms of said Agreement including all terms not specifically sent
forth in the foregoing portions of this Resolution.

ABSTAINED:

ABSENT:

The Park Chairman declared the resolution adopted.



22-24P To Accept the Agreement Terms and to Appropriate Funds
Michigan Spark Grant
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Scott Branch, Park Chairman

Craig Aimar, Secretary



Parks and Recreation

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: November 281 2022

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Approval of 2023 Park Commission Meeting Dates

EXPLANATION OF TOPIC:

Recommended dates for the Park Commission Meetings throughout the 2023 Calendar
year are as follows:

January 23" May 22 September 25
February 27 June 26 October 23™
March 20t July 24t November 27
*Week Early Due to Spring Break*

April 24" August 28" December 18"

POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION: Approve/Deny/Table

SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve the 2023 Park Commission Meeting Dates.

ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED? No




Parks and Recreation

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: November 28% 2022

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director & Tyler Sutherlund,
Assistant Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Field and Stream Fees for Thomas Township Archery Program

EXPLANATION OF TOPIC: Our Archery Program is held at the Saginaw Field and
Stream Club on Gleaner Road. The current arrangement for classes is that as long as we
are a member of the club and pay the annual membership fees, we can hold classes at the
indoor archery range with no additional fees. On October 25t 2022 the president of the
Saginaw Field and Stream Club (Patrick Craig) sent a letter to the Parks and Recreation
Department with fee changes starting January 2023. The proposed fees are 50% of
registration fees that Thomas Township Parks and Recreation collect based off the 2022
Thomas Township Archery Program fees. In negotiations with Patrick Craig, John
Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director an agreement of $20 per student was made,
which would come out to be approximately 40% of fees. Looking through program
revenues and expenditures from past classes, the Thomas Township Parks and
Recreation’s Archery program profits approximately $2500 a year. The proposed fee
increase would reduce that number to around $300 - $500 after all revenues and expenses
are calculated dependent on class sizes. The Thomas Township Archery Program is not a
program where a profit is looked at to be made, but is more about getting more kids into
the sport of archery. Fees for the Thomas Township Archery program have not increased
in some time, so in an effort to retain some revenue, a registration fee increase could be
made.

POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION: Approve/Deny/Table

SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve the $20 per student fee for Thomas Township Parks and Recreation to teach
Archery at the indoor facilities located at the Saginaw Field and Stream Club.

ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED? Yes
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7
PARKS AND RECREATION REPORTS NOVEMEBER 2022

ROETHKE PARK:

The park is back to being quiet as the days continue to get colder. Maintenance
staff is keeping up on trash getting Christmas decorations out of the cabin storage.

ROBERTS PARK

The Roenicke Light show has been busy setting up their display and maintenance
staff has been busy getting ready for the Winter Wonderland Event which will take
place on December 8" 9" and 10" The electrical line leading from the Large
Pavilion to the panel box in the filed that powers the Roenicke Light Show has
been retrench, and new electrical lines installed. Last year the electrical line had
split in multiple locations and upon review, it had only been installed 12” deep.
The new line installed is buried at the proper depth and is a direct bury electrical
line so there shouldn’t be any issues with splitting again.

COMMUNITY PARK

Pickleball nets have been taken down, and the courts have become quiet again as
the weather gets colder.

DAY PARK

None

SPORTS AND PROGRAMS

Registration for Boys Basketball, Basketball Clinic just finished up. We are up 60
kids this year between the two programs. Tyler was able to get the new score
clocks and basketball hoop systems for the 2" — 4 grade division and will be
putting those to use this year. 1% Session of Archery is full except for a couple in
the advanced class. Registration for Girls Basketball and the Soccer Clinic will be
opening soon.

NATURE CENTER PRESERVE
We are still working through the beginning stages of new grant work which is
permitting and creating bids for the work to be done. The new grant is for more
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trails, seating, small pavilion, boat/kayak launch and interpretive signs. Bids have
gone out per the Saginaw County Guidelines for work on the building using the
ARPA Funds received from Saginaw County. This would include; Flooring,
Electrical, Windows, Doors, Roofing, and Drywall.

EVENTS

WINTER WONDERLAND UPDATE:

We are only a couple weeks away from the event. We have all of the same
sponsors as last year and the totals are almost exact from last year. We have
secured 4 food trucks and are working on a Cotton Candy booth as well. Santa’s
stage has been built in front of the Soccer Complex and sites should begin to be set
up this week. We will have 4 hay wagons this year again with fireworks at the end
of each night vs. the middle like last year. We will be adding a 3" tent for
attendees to use. Pay It Forward will be doing their Santa gift giveaway on Friday
night along with our event. The parking lot fencing will be going up this week as
well and we are looking to get 2 portable field lights to help light the parking lot
during the event.
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