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Minutes 

 

THOMAS TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thomas Township Public Safety Building, 8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw, MI 48609 

December 16, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Rod Iamurri called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present in addition to Mr. Iamurri were:  Ruth McDonald, Diane LaMountain, David Sommers, 

Dale Halm, Pat Lynch and Steve Yockey.  Also present were Dan Sika, Director of Community 

Development, Connie Watt, Planning Assistant/Code Enforcement Officer, and Rob Eggers, 

Spicer Group. 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Approval of Agenda: 

It was moved by Halm, seconded by McDonald to approve the Agenda for the December 16, 

2015 meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 

4. Approval of Minutes: 
It was moved by LaMountain seconded by Sommers to approve the minutes of November 18, 

2015 as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

5. Communications – Petitions – Citizens Comments – None. 

 

6. Presentations-None 
 

7.   Sign Board of Appeals-None 

 

8. Hearings 

 

A.  Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance Section Chapter 18, Special Land Use 

Permit; Section 18.34, “Wireless Communication Facilities” 

 

Iamurri opened the Public Hearing at 7:02 p.m.  Iamurri addressed the members stating that an 

Ordinance Committee Meeting had been held on December 8th, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.  At that time 

the changes to the Ordinance were discussed.  It had been decided that one of the changes they 

wanted to see was the Zoning Districts which would allow for Wireless Communication Towers.  

It was decided that they would be allowed only in Business and Manufacturing districts.  Further, 
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the setback requirement was discussed and an agreement of 1 ½ times the height would be the 

standard.  Sommers questioned a need for a change or correction in Section b (1) (b) to specify 

the maximum of 200’.  It was agreed that the section needed to add “not to exceed 200’ 

maximum” after the statement regarding overall height to read , b)  The proposed collocation 

would not increase the overall height of the support structure by more than 20 feet or 10 percent 

of the original height not to exceed 200’ maximum, whichever is greater; A handout was 

provided to the Planning Commission regarding health concerns raised by a concerned individual 

at the last Planning Commission meeting.  The study was completed by the American Cancer 

Society and found no link to health risks from cell towers. ( copy follows-Insert #1) There was 

no public comment regarding the amendment so the Public Hearing was closed at 7:06 p.m.  

Motion made by McDonald, supported by Sommers to recommend approval of the proposed 

amendment to the Thomas Township Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 18, Section 18.34 “Wireless 

Communication Facilities” with the addition of the change mentioned above, b)  The proposed 

collocation would not increase the overall height of the support structure by more than 20 feet or 

10 percent of the original height not to exceed 200’ maximum, whichever is greater.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

  

 

B.  Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance Chapter 12, Business Districts; Section 12.5, 

“B-5 Exclusive Business District Uses; Uses By Right”. 

 

Iamurri opened the Public hearing at 7:08 p.m.  He asked Sika to explain the amendment.  Sika 

stated that when the Ordinance update was done by Cindy Windland a couple of years ago, a 

change was inadvertently made in the “Uses By Right” for a B-5.  This type of district Sika 

explained was where you’d find golf courses, or ski resorts.  He mentioned that he’d received a 

call from someone who currently lives in the B-5 district which prompted him to look at the 

“Uses By Right”.  At that time he noticed the omission or change that had been made.  He said 

the amendment was to add back in One-and two-family dwellings meeting the requirements of 

the R-1 and R-2 residential districts.  Also on the figure 15 that accompanies this section, the 

word “Principle” as in structure should read “Principal” so that too requires a change.  With no 

public comment, Iamurri closed the Public hearing at 7:10 p.m.  A motion was made by 

Sommers, supported by Lynch to recommend approval of the proposed text amendments to the 

Thomas Township Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 12, Business Districts, Section 12.5 “Exclusive 

Business District Uses; Uses By Right”.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

C. Amendment to Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 14, Gratiot Road Design Guideline 

Overlay District; Section 14.1, “Guidelines”; sub-section (g). 

 

Iamurri opened the Public hearing at 7:11 p.m.  Sika explained that there was some concern with 

the amount of fencing allowed between pillars.  Right now at thirty-two feet (32’) there was the 

possibility of settling or having the simulated wrought iron shift and droop to ruin the aesthetics 

of it.  This change would reduce the amount of fencing allowed between the pillars to alleviate 

this problem.  He added that this Ordinance has been a work in progress and as new issues are 
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learned of they are addressed.  With no public comment the Public hearing was closed by 

Iamurri at 7:14 p.m.  A motion was made by Halm and supported by McDonald to recommend 

approval of the text amendment to the Thomas Township Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 14, Gratiot 

Road Design Guideline Overlay District; Section 14.1, “Guidelines”; sub-section (g).  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

  

 

9. Sign Board of Appeals-None 

 

10.  New Business 
 

A.  February Planning Commission Meeting Date Change. 

 

Sika advised the Planning Commission that he was informed today by the Township Manager 

that this change in the February meeting date was no longer needed so the date would remain 

Wednesday, February 17th, 2016. 

 

  

11.  Old Business 
 

A. Master Plan Update-Continuation from Previous Meetings 

 

Rob Eggers of Spicer Group addressed the Planning Commission on the results of the Thomas 

Township Community Survey that is part of the Master Plan update that is currently being done.    

With the survey ending on November 25, 2015, there was a total of 264 responses, 242 

completed responses for a completion rate of 92%.  Eggers presented a “Power Point” that 

detailed the results of the survey for review and discussion (a copy of the presentation follows-

Insert #2).   

 

Eggers distributed a copy of the current goals and objectives of the Master Plan.  He requested 

that the Planning Commission read and review the information prior to the February meeting at 

which time any addition or change in goals will be discussed as well as future land use. 

 

 

 

12. Receive and File All Correspondence-Planning & Zoning News-November 2015. 
 

 

  

 

13.  Adjournment 
 

Motion by Sommers seconded by Halm to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 p.m.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  The next meeting date is January 20, 2016. 
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Respectfully submitted by Connie Watt, Planning Assistant/Code Enforcement Officer 
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Insert #1 
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Insert #2 
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